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better understanding of hydrology and mine closure in the 
Silesian Coal Basin (Fig.  2), and through the people and 
institutions he inspired.
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Our dear colleague Prof. Dr. Przemysław Bukowski (Fig. 1) 
passed away on 27 July 2025.

Przemysław was an active IMWA member from 2004 
until 2019. He published eleven IMWA conference and 
journal papers on various subjects related to mine water in 
the Silesian Coal Basin. He dedicated his entire professional 
life to the Central Mining Institute. From 2006 onwards, 
he served as Deputy Head of the Department of Geology 
and Geophysics. Until March 2025, he was Head of the 
Mining and Environmental Hydrogeology Laboratory. He 
developed his scientific career at the GIG-PIB, obtaining 
a doctorate and a postdoctoral degree in technical sciences 
in 1999 and 2011 respectively. His scientific achievements 
include over 100 publications and numerous presentations 
at industry conferences. These work are of great practi-
cal importance, representing a valuable contribution to 
the development of methods for improving safety in min-
ing, particularly with regard to preventing water hazards in 
underground mines.

As well as being an IMWA member, he was an active 
member of several expert committees, including the Com-
mittee on Hazards in Mining Plants at the Higher Mining 
Office and the Committee on Hydrogeological Documen-
tation at the Ministry of the Environment. He also served 
on expert teams at the Council for Land Resource Manage-
ment at the Office of the Chief Geologist. In 2017, he was 
awarded the Silver Cross of Merit.

I specifically remember him from the post-congress field 
trips at the IMWA conferences in Spain (2005) and Ger-
many (2011). His knowledge of mine water and sense of 
humour made these events unforgettable for me.

We extend our heartfelt condolences to his family, 
friends, and colleagues. His legacy will live on through a 
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Fig. 1  Przemysław Bukowski
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Fig. 2  Przemysław Bukowski’s understanding of the mine water situation in the Silesian Coal basin (from Bukowski et al. 2019)
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